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Remembering Representative Fulghum 

Representative Jim Fulghum, R-Wake, died Saturday evening after a short battle with cancer.  
 
“As a medical doctor, Jim had a professional and personal passion for helping those in his community and state. Wake 
County and all of North Carolina lost a great man,” Governor McCrory said. 
 
House Speaker Tillis also released a statement, saying “the residents of Wake County were lucky to have Dr. Fulghum 
represent them. His leadership as a legislator was second only to his compassion and expertise as a doctor serving his 
constituents and the state of North Carolina,” Tillis said. “He was a friend who will be missed by me and our entire 
chamber, and my deepest sympathies go to his family and friends during this very difficult time.” 
 
Representative Fulghum was a friend and confidante as a fellow legislator and will be sorely missed. It was an honor 
and pleasure to know him. His family is in my thoughts and prayers. At his funeral Wednesday, he was remembered for 
his passion for medicine and for helping others, both as a doctor and as a member of the North Carolina General 
Assembly.  
 

Governor McCrory, Governors Throughout Nation Join Together to 

Urge President to Address Border Crisis 

The recent influx of undocumented, unaccompanied minors crossing the southern United States border has 

compelled Governor Pat McCrory to join governors calling on President Barack Obama to address the crisis situation 

in a pragmatic and humanitarian way. 

 

Governor McCrory, alongside Alabama Governor Robert Bentley, Kansas Governor Sam Brownback, Pennsylvania 

Governor Tom Corbett, Utah Governor Gary Herbert and led by Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, sent a letter to 

President Obama today urging him to secure our country’s borders and to protect the safety of the children involved 

in the crisis. 

 

Governor McCrory was among a bipartisan group of governors who met with Health and Human Services Secretary 

Sylvia Burwell last week at the National Governors Association Meeting in Nashville to discuss the issue. During the 

meeting, governors from both parties took issue with the Obama Administration’s handling of the situation. 

 



In the letter, the governors mention the mutual concern that a larger movement toward our southern border may be 

encouraged by a failure to return children home. It has been reported that 90,000 minors could make the journey to 

the border by fall. 

 

House Saves Child Fatality Prevention Group 
The State House has saved the Child Fatality Task Force, a study group credited with lowering the childhood mortality 

rate in North Carolina by 32 percent the past 30 years. Operating with one staff member, the task force studies the 

causes of death and injury in young people and recommends policy changes to prevent those events. The group has 

proposed laws that are now in effect dealing with child safety seats, requiring smoke detectors in rental units, and 

curbing child abuse.  

 

World War I and North Carolina 
On July 28, 1914, World War I began with the declaration of war by Austria-Hungary on Serbia, following the murder 

of the Austrian archduke and his wife. Regional alliances led to a global conflict that provided catalysts that forever 

changed our world. Ultimately more than 16 million people died, including 833 North Carolinians from battle action 

and 1,542 from disease. 

 

The United States initially declared itself neutral, but after two and a half years was drawn into the war by German 

atrocities and its attacks on U.S. vessels. President Woodrow Wilson declared war in April 1917, saying that the U.S. 

must enter, “to make the world safe for democracy.” 

 

Like most Americans, North Carolinians were reluctant to take up the fight, seeing with horror the two and a half 

million casualties to European armies in 1916 alone. With the declaration of war by President Wilson, however, North 

Carolinians rallied to the cause. Women joined the American Red Cross, YWCA, and Salvation Army to serve as nurses 

in military hospitals at home and in France. Farmers grew victory acres and children grew thrift gardens to earn 

money to buy war bonds. Individuals and industry united to support the war effort.  

 

The state’s greatest sacrifice came through the young men sent into military service. Stirred by patriotism, many 

North Carolinians volunteered, but even more troops were needed. President Wilson called for registration of men 

aged 21 to 35 for the draft in June 1917, and in 1918 for registration of men aged 18 to 45. North Carolina registered 

480,491 men, of which 65 percent were fit for military service. Altogether 60,822 North Carolinians, 40,740 white and 

20,082 black, were drafted. 

 

At the outbreak of the war agriculture was the linchpin of North Carolina’s economy, and more than 80 percent of the 

population was rural. Farmers fed their fellow citizens and provided crops for the voracious textile mills and tobacco 

factories. For the servicemen, volunteers and draftees, and the 200 servicewomen who left home for training and 

combat, life would never be the same.  African-American and women particularly saw the war as a chance to prove 

that they deserved greater opportunities.  

 

North Carolinians served in all the major battles of the Western Front in 1918. They fought in the battles of 2nd 

Marne, St. Mihiel, and in the Meuse-Argonne, the last major campaign of the war. As part of the British army, Tar 

Heels in the 20th Division fought in Belgium and France in intense combat. In only five months of action in 1918, the 

United States suffered more than 275,000 casualties with more than 50,000 deaths. 

 



Meritorious service earned special recognition for some North Carolinians. Robert Blackwell of Person County served 

in the 30th Division and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously. Samuel Parker received the 

Medal of Honor in 1937 for his actions at the Battle of Soissons in 1918. Another 200 North Carolinians received the 

Distinguished Service Cross and 12 were awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. North Carolina also sought to 

provide a service medal to her veterans. 

 

France, Canada, and Britain were among countries North Carolinians served with before America entered the war. 

Recognitions such as the French Croix de Guerre for bravery, sacrifice, and heroism were awarded to some of them. 

Red Cross nurse Madelon “Glory” Battle Hancock of Asheville served in the British Army and was the most decorated 

woman of the war, in part because of her bravery in driving ambulances onto battlefields under fire to retrieve the 

wounded.  

 

North Carolina will begin its four year-long observance of World War I with a wreath-laying ceremony August 2nd at 

the State Capitol. Governor Pat McCrory will recognize surviving World War I veterans. A procession of World War I 

re-enactors and others will march from the Legislative Building to the State Capitol at 9:30 a.m. The wreath-laying 

ceremony, led by Governor McCrory and N.C. Department of Cultural Resources Secretary Susan Kluttz, will begin at 

10:30 a.m. 

 

“North Carolina played a prominent part in our country’s involvement in the war that changed the course of history 

forever,” said Governor McCrory. “We sent thousands of soldiers to combat, bravely leaving loved ones to fight for 

freedom abroad. The War’s centennial commemoration and this ceremony present an important opportunity for 

North Carolinians to reflect upon the valor of those who answered their country’s call 100 years ago.” 

 

“North Carolinians have always had global impact,” said Susan Kluttz. “On this day, we are proud to honor those who 

fought and gave their lives to this conflict, so we might be free.” 

 

The N.C. Department of Cultural Resources through the Office of Archives and History will have other World War I 

programs. A special World War I exhibit at the State Fair will showcase some of the conditions and actions of North 

Carolina’s World War I soldiers. 

 

In Case You Missed It:  
- Obamacare Mandate to Cost NC Taxpayers Millions for State Employee Coverage: 

http://civitasreview.com/healthcare/obamacare-mandate-cost-nc-taxpayers-millions-state-employee-
coverage/ 

 

Please reply to Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net with Questions or Concerns 

 

In addition to email, Representative Chris Whitmire can be reached via the following: 

 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113  

Once you get to Chris’ page, please hit the like button at the top of the page and you’ll start getting updates 

during the week. 

Then tell your friends and neighbors who might want to know what Chris is doing in Raleigh for the folks in 

Transylvania, S. Henderson, and Polk Counties. 

http://civitasreview.com/healthcare/obamacare-mandate-cost-nc-taxpayers-millions-state-employee-coverage/
http://civitasreview.com/healthcare/obamacare-mandate-cost-nc-taxpayers-millions-state-employee-coverage/
mailto:Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113


 

Website www.VoteWhitmire.com  

 

Twitter  https://twitter.com/repwhitmire  
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