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The Henderson County Apple Festival 
The North Carolina Apple Festival is underway and will continue over the Labor Day Weekend in 
Hendersonville. Friday, I helped kick off the event and it will run through September 1. During a normal year, 
Henderson County’s apples bring in an average income of $22 million dollars. Additionally, the festival itself 
brings in an average of $12.5 million each year. North Carolina is the 7th largest apple-producing state in the 
nation and Henderson County grows 65% of all apples in North Carolina. This year, at least 225,000 visitors 
will attend the Apple Festival. For more information, visit:  http://www.ncapplefestival.org/. 

Labor Day Thoughts 
I hope everyone has an opportunity to enjoy the Labor Day weekend.  Labor Day dates back to 1882 and is 
meant to celebrate the workers that have made this country great. Two famous Generals, General Motors 
and General Mills, led the way.  While the composition of the labor force has changed somewhat since then, 
we should remember that Americans work, test, innovate and produce the greatest products on earth and 
we celebrate their work. 
 
Labor Day is also the historical spike of the Hurricane season.  So far so good, but we need to sleep with one 
eye open and pay particular attention to the NC Division of Emergency Management and other credible 
sources when watches and warnings are issued. 
 

Governor McCrory Urges Residents to Be Disaster Ready   
Governor Pat McCrory is using this year’s noteworthy anniversaries of Hurricanes Hazel, Hugo, Floyd, Frances 
and Ivan to encourage North Carolina families, businesses and schools to make a plan, get a kit and stay 
informed in the event of an emergency.  
  
In 2014 North Carolina has experienced the gamut of severe weather. The year started with four winter 
weather storms that pummeled much of the state with snow or ice. In April, nine tornadoes touched down in 
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eastern North Carolina, impacting nine counties. One person died, 28 were injured and more than 300 homes 
were damaged. The same weather system dumped hail and rain over much of central and eastern North 
Carolina.   
  
Hurricane Arthur, the latest system to impact the state, was the earliest hurricane on record, coming ashore 
right before the July 4 holiday weekend. Although the storm produced heavy rains and strong winds, it 
caused minimal impact to the state’s beaches.  
  
Last year alone, the state experienced 10 tornadoes, 464 severe thunderstorms, 81 hail storms where the hail 
was at least one inch, and 150 incidents of flash flooding.     
  
The governor has proclaimed September as Emergency Preparedness Month, which coincides with National 
Preparedness Month, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The designation is made each 
September to encourage Americans to prepare for emergencies.    
  
From the mountains to the coast and everywhere in between, the governor urged all levels of the community 
to be prepared. He said the easiest, most economical way people can protect their families and businesses is 
to plan ahead, gather those supplies and discuss their emergency plans.  
  
“Emergency preparedness should be at the forefront of citizens’ minds, especially during peak hurricane 
season,” Public Safety Secretary Frank Perry said. “Schools, businesses, cities, counties and state agencies 
should routinely test and exercise their response plans. Being prepared before a disaster helps save lives and 
makes recovering from a disaster easier. Whether it is a flash flood, hurricane, tornado, earthquake, snow 
storm or even chemical spill, it is vital that all North Carolinians know what to do and where to go when 
danger threatens.”  
  
This year marks the 60th anniversary of Hurricane Hazel, the 25th anniversary of Hurricane Hugo, the 15th 
anniversary of Hurricane Floyd and the 10th anniversary of Tropical Storms Frances and Ivan. 
  
Hurricane Floyd remains the state’s most devastating and expensive disaster. Fifty-two deaths were 
attributed to the storm that submerged 30 downtown areas, damaged 67,000 homes and 60,000 businesses, 
disabled dozens of water and sewer systems, breached 40 dams, knocked out power to 1.2 million homes and 
closed 1,500 roads and 23 airports. Estimated damages totaled $6 billion.  
  
Ten years before Hurricane Floyd, Category 4 Hurricane Hugo made landfall north of Charleston then moved 
northward to Charlotte, where it caused seven deaths and about $1 billion in damage. Twenty-nine counties 
reported storm-related damage, and Charlotte lost more than 80,000 trees.   
  
In 1954, Hurricane Hazel made landfall as a Category 4 storm and was thought to be the most destructive 
hurricane to hit North Carolina until Hurricane Floyd. It caused major damage to the beaches of New Hanover 
and Brunswick counties and record rainfall during its 18 hours on land. Nineteen deaths were attributed to 
the storm which damaged or destroyed 54,000 homes and structures causing $136 million in damage.  
  



“As a state, we have made major strides with regard to planning and preparedness,” said Mike Sprayberry, 
director of Emergency Management. “We have cultivated stronger partnerships, developed more 
comprehensive plans and created preparedness tools like the ReadyNC mobile app to help anyone in North 
Carolina plan, prepare and stay informed. Ultimately, preparedness begins at home, so people need to 
develop their individual plans and make an emergency supply kit.”       
  
For more information on how to ensure your family is disaster ready, go to www.ReadyNC.org and/or 
download the free ReadyNC app. The app is available for both iPhone and android devices and features real 
time weather, traffic and shelter information.  
 
Representative Whitmire Note:  When a disaster hits North Carolina, I go on military orders as the US 
Northern Command / Air Forces North Emergency Preparedness Liaison Officer and coordinate state requests 
for federal military support.   North Carolina has one of the best emergency response apparatuses in the 
nation with our State Emergency Response Team led by the NC Division of Emergency Management and 
strongly supported by the NC National Guard (Air and Ground) able to handle most emergency challenges   
we face.  However, when circumstances exceed our state’s capabilities and we need federal military support, 
I help coordinate essential life saving assets to better serve our citizens and ensure their wellbeing.  As a 28-
year military member, this is an essential and purposeful role that I wholeheartedly enjoy and work hard to 
fulfill to the best of my ability. 
 

Governor McCrory Encourages Applications for Upcoming Fall Page 
Program 
Governor Pat McCrory is encouraging high school students to apply for the Governor’s Page Program. 
Upcoming dates for the one-week internship in Raleigh are available beginning September 8th.  
 
Established in 1973, the Governor’s Page Program provides students with an opportunity to gain hands-on 
knowledge of the function and roles of state government while learning about the importance of public 
service. Pages selected serve one week terms and are granted a stipend of $150.00 per week to offset the 
costs of expenses incurred.  
 
Each applicant must be a North Carolina high school student in good academic standing between the ages of 
16 and 18 years old. 
 
For more information, visit: http://governor.nc.gov/administration/pages 
 
I too welcome inquiries from those interested in serving an internship beginning in late January.  This is 
especially applicable to college students from NC House District 113 attending school in the Raleigh area.   
 

Note Regarding K-12 Textbook Funding 
I have seen multiple incorrect figures floating around regarding textbook funding.  In 2010-2011 money for 
public school books dropped to $2.5 million and since then has hovered between $20.1 million and $23.4 
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million.  Prior to the “Great Recession,” annual funding for books was north of $100 million annually.  This 
year the State Budget provides $24.3 million for textbook funding which is nowhere near enough, albeit, 
better than the past few.  Going forward, I consider this an area demanding greater resolve.  This year the 
NC House’s Budget attempted to make a major correction on this topic, but after reconciling a myriad of 
differences between the Senate and House’s Budgets, the end result provided $24.3 million for student 
books.  Looking forward to 2015, I will continue to strongly advocate for better funding in this area.  
Additionally, please note that while $$$ is a crucial part of the solution set, prompting the NC Department of 
Public Instruction to complete its Textbook Replacement Schedule is another critical component.  In the end, 
the objective is to provide every K-12 public school student with curriculum-compatible, readily-accessible 
textbooks.  Certainly electronic options are part of this pursuit, but hardcopies are a must also.  Few can 
argue against the fact that for our kids to maximize their primary and secondary education opportunity and 
for our educators to be the most effective and efficient, they absolutely must have current, accessible 
textbooks!!! 
 

District 113: 

 This week I spoke to a great group of folks, the Henderson County GOP Women’s Club. Thank you for 
having me. 
 

 
Representative Whitmire with Henderson County Residents 
 

In Case You Missed It: 

 North Carolina Meets New National Air Standard for Particle Pollution: 
http://www.ncpoliticalnews.com/?p=10532&utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=no
rth-carolina-meets-new-national-air-standard-for-particle-pollution 

 Census Figures Show More Than One-Third of Americans Receiving Welfare Benefits: 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2014/08/28/census-figures-show-more-than-one-third-americans-receiving-
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welfare-benefits/ 

 State Clarifies Student Voter ID Rules: 
http://www.ncpoliticalnews.com/?p=10528&utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=st
ate-clarifies-student-voter-id-rules 

 North Carolina Waterfowl Hunters Season Dates and Bag Limits Available at 
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Default.aspx?tabid=416&IndexId=9917  

 Over the past few days we have been working a Search & Rescue and Recovery for the F-15 that 
crashed in Virginia.  Many folks are working long hours as we continue this effort.  The 3rd to last line 
of the Airman’s Creed reads: “I will never leave an Airman behind.”  Please pray for the family and 
friends of this pilot as they grieve their tremendous loss. 

 

 

Please reply to Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net with Questions or Concerns 

 

In addition to email, Representative Chris Whitmire can be reached via the following: 

 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113  

Once you get to Chris’ page, please hit the like button at the top of the page and you’ll start getting updates 

during the week. 

Then tell your friends and neighbors who might want to know what Chris is doing in Raleigh for the folks in 

Transylvania, S. Henderson, and Polk Counties. 

 

Website www.VoteWhitmire.com   (Past Newsletters are archived here.) 

 

Twitter  https://twitter.com/repwhitmire  
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