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Greetings all, 

 

This past week in Raleigh was outstanding with four more of the bills I authored passing the NC 

House of Representatives and several others advancing.  Crossover, the date that is “make or 

break” for nearly all policy bills, arrives next week on April 30
th,

.  With this critical deadline 

quickly approaching, the pace has been at full throttle.  Additionally, several constituents visited 

from the district and I had the privilege to meet with and speak to fellow Realtors and WNC 

members of the Chamber of Commerce.  Details follow: 
 

 
 

Speaking to several hundred members of the NC Association of Realtors 



regarding effective advocacy methods 
 

 
 

Meeting with members of the Chambers of Commerce from WNC including 

several from NC House District 113 
 

Bill Update: 

 
Ones passing the House this week and now with the Senate 

 

Certain Local Governments in State Health Plan: HB 370 

 

This bill authorizes Polk County, Transylvania County, and The City of Saluda to enroll their 

employees and dependents in the state health plan for teachers and state employees IF they so 

choose.  This passed the House with a final vote of 93-25 and is currently in the Senate Committee 

on Pensions & Retirement and Aging 

 

Terror Claims/ Damages/ Liability for Support: HB 371 

 

HB 371 passed the North Carolina House 115-0 Wednesday evening.  This bill targets those who 

commit terrorist acts and those who enable such.  Additionally, it serves as a deterrent to those who 

might consider supporting terror in the state including various nonprofits that operate as proxies for 

certain terrorist watch list organizations that stem from adversarial parts of the globe.  The Bill is 

now with the Senate. 

 

Media coverage available at http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-

columns-blogs/under-the-dome/article19269765.html#/tabPane=tabs-b0710947-1-1  

 

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H370v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H371v2.pdf
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/under-the-dome/article19269765.html#/tabPane=tabs-b0710947-1-1
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/under-the-dome/article19269765.html#/tabPane=tabs-b0710947-1-1


Amend Criteria/ Certain Ag. Cost Share Programs: HB 378 

 

This Bill redefines the eligibility criteria to match the bona fide farm definition for agriculture cost 

share programs that address water quality and water quantity concerns.  Since last year I 

encountered many small, family-run farms that desired to participate in these cost-share programs 

and did not qualify under existing criteria.  HB 378 better ensures these programs designed to 

address soil erosion, fertilizer runoff, animal waste contamination, improper use of agricultural 

chemicals, and many other situations can fulfill their intended purposes.  HB 378 passed the House 

117-0 and is now in the Senate. 

 

Testing Feedback for Students/ Teachers: HB 559 

 

HB 559’s primary objective is to ensure students, parents, and teachers get timely and adequate 

feedback on annual assessments and final exams.  Currently, other than a numerical score, End of 

Course and End of Grade exam feedback only includes a comparison of the class average to the 

state average while NC Finals and VOCAT-Post Assessments get virtually nothing else in the form 

of feedback.  HB 559 will ensure teachers have the necessary information to provide detailed 

feedback to their students and the necessary means to analyze their own teaching performance and 

make necessary adjustments for future course offerings.  All in all, these finals count for a 

significant percentage of each student’s grade and impact a teacher’s evaluation rating.  Ultimately, 

tests should serve more purpose than just a grade—the feedback loop is an essential element of 

learning and teaching.   

 

Protect North Carolina Workers Act: HB 318  
 

This bill tightens key E-Verify criteria to ensure North Carolina lessens its attractiveness to illegal 

immigrants.  Currently, local and state governments lose $1.7 Billion dollars net annually to illegal 

immigrants via social programs and education.  Sure they pay sales tax and sin taxes, but no where 

near enough to cover their expenses.  Additionally, illegals are associated with inordinately high 

crime rates and NC with its lax current standards as compared to its regional neighbors is attracting 

more and more of the problems associated with illegal immigrants.  After significant House Floor 

debate, this bill passed the house on Thursday with a vote of 80-39 and now heads to the Senate.   

 

Please remember we are a nation with many legal immigrants, but NOT a nation of illegal aliens.  

Media coverage available at  

 

http://www.wral.com/house-oks-tighter-check-on-immigrant-workers/14601373/ 

 

and video beginning at minute 30:15 

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H378v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H559v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H318v3.pdf
http://www.wral.com/house-oks-tighter-check-on-immigrant-workers/14601373/


http://www.wral.com/news/state/nccapitol/video/14600280/ 

 

 Paper Ballots by 2020/Certain Counties: HB 373 

 

HB 373 buys time for Henderson, Polk, Transylvania, and 21 other counties to acquire voting 

machine equipment to comply with 2013 Session Law requiring paper ballots.  I and my seatmate, 

Dennis Riddell, worked to bring this through the NC House where it passed 116-1 and rests with 

the Senate.  The former Transylvania County Board of Elections Director, Ms. Karen Brinson, 

contributed tremendously to this effort. 

 
 

 Property Protection Act: HB 405 

 

This bill protects against fraudulent, insider threats to business and agricultural pursuits while 

protecting freedom of speech and whistle-blower protections.  It passed 99-19 with strong 

bipartisan support despite a tremendous misinformation smear campaign by animal extremists. 

 

Healthy Out-of-School Recognition Program: HB 474 
 

This is a great bill that right-sizes existing regulatory roadblocks that often prevent many of the 

great programs that YMCA’s offer to our kids in a “school break setting.” 
 

Ordinances Regulating Animals: HB 553 
 

HB 553 prevents counties and municipalities from imposing certain standards of care regarding 

farm animals.  Buffoonery in an adjoining county was the catalyst of this legislation. 

 

Other Bills of Interest: 
 

Reproductive Health and Ed. Safety Revisions: HB 596 
 

Please ask yourself the following question, “Life begins at ____________________?”  Simple 

question and you have heard this said as a statement many times.  More to follow later on in the 

newsletter. 

 

As far as HB 596’s intent, it has two objectives  

- One, it seeks to amend the criteria of who is credentialed to approve elementary and 

secondary education reproductive health and safety instruction material.  This change would 

allow school health advisory committees currently comprised of various community 

http://www.wral.com/news/state/nccapitol/video/14600280/
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H373v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H405v3.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H474v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H553v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H596v1.pdf


members and others who select reproductive health and safety material used in our public 

schools to use in part values-based material such as that provided by Focus on the Family 

and other sources.  This would give parents more input and allow local school districts the 

freedom to choose which curriculum best serves their children and reflects local values.  

Please note, I first encountered this concern while serving on the School Board and heard 

from numerous concerned parents, teachers, and community members who opposed the 

sweeping changes formulated by Planned Parenthood and enacted in 2009 Healthy Youth 

Act that narrowly tailored who could approve this curriculum to only “sex experts.” 

- Second, HB 596 seeks to provide clarity as to what is taught as part of middle school and 

high school mandatory contraception lessons.  Simply put, the goal of health education 

should be to present facts, not teach half-truths.  Currently, emergency contraception, life-

ending drugs such as the “Morning After Pill” are being taught as methods of contraception, 

when in fact, they can work post-fertilization and terminate a fertilized egg.  These drugs are 

commonly called abortifacients.   

 

Many abortionists contend that life does not “truly” begin until a conceived egg (zygote) progresses 

several steps and implants in the uterine wall.  I disagree and suppose they have trouble with the 

definition of “is” also… This said, many of you who read the Monday edition of the Transylvania 

Times (April 20
th
) and called, texted, emailed me with support and expressed your disdain with the 

Letter to the Editor by Dan Carter; I simply say THANK YOU. Mr. Carter has a different view on 

life than most of us and fortunately he is in the minority.  I suppose he and his colleagues will have 

further criticism and will likely also lament about HB 465, noted below.    

 

So when does life begin?  My answer is at conception despite what the abortionists say.  As food 

for thought, you may wish to investigate the following 

Lozier article on emergency contraceptives:  

http://www.lozierinstitute.org/emergencycontraceptives/ 

A major paper by Chris Gacek, J.D., Ph.D. at Family Research Council which thoroughly describes 

the history of the redefinition of pregnancy. http://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF09D12.pdf 

The FDA patient information (see the section on Clinical Pharmacology) acknowledges that the 

drug "may inhibit implantation" but this is described after a contraceptive action the FDA describes 

as "principal."  Thus FDA acknowledges an abortifacient effect. 

http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2009/021998lbl.pdf 

 

72 Hours Informed Consent by Person or Phone: HB 465 

 

http://www.lozierinstitute.org/emergencycontraceptives/
http://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF09D12.pdf
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2009/021998lbl.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H465v2.pdf


House Bill 465: 72 Hours Informed Consent by Person or Phone passed the House by a vote of 74 

– 45 Thursday. While the bill improves data collection on abortion procedures to ensure proper 

record keeping, the main provision changes the waiting period for a woman to make her informed 

decision from 24 to 72 hours. The time period can begin with a telephone call to a qualified person 

who provides the requisite information. North Carolina will follow Utah, South Dakota and, most 

recently, Missouri (2014) in lengthening this pivotal time for a woman to process the information 

she has received regarding her choices. She may receive this information by telephone, online or by 

a visit depending on her circumstances and preferences.  

 

HB 465 allows the decision-maker time to think through her circumstances. Whether to have an 

abortion is an irrevocable life or death decision that deserves this time. Rep. Jacqueline Schaffer, 

the lead sponsor of the bill, stated, "Providing women with 72 hours versus 24 hours, this is 

empowering to women, this gives women the ability to make an informed decision.” The bill now 

goes to the Senate for consideration. 
 

NC Cancer Treatment Fairness Bill Passes NC House 
  

HB 306 NC Cancer Treatment Fairness passed the House of Representatives with a bi-partisan vote 

of 104-10. Rep. David Lewis (R-Harnett), Rep. Larry Hall (D-Durham), Rep. Donny Lambeth (R-

Forsyth) and Rep. Marilyn Avila (R-Wake) filed HB 306 NC Cancer Treatment Fairness Act last 

month. This bill meets the vital needs of many North Carolinians by improving access to life saving 

oral cancer medications, some of which are the most effective medications on the market today.  

 

This bill also seeks to address a serious healthcare issue. Out of pocket expenses for patients 

prescribed an oral cancer treatment regime are cost prohibitive. In fact, studies show that when out-

of-pocket costs are greater than $200, people are at least three times more likely not to fill their 

prescriptions than when those costs are $100 or less. This bill is now in the Senate for 

consideration.   
 

Final Thoughts 
 

“Leadership is practiced not so much in words as in attitude and in actions.” – Harold S. 

Geneen 

 

“Leadership is doing what is right when no one is watching.” – George Van Valkenburg 

 

“Happiness depends upon ourselves.” – Aristotle 

 

Have a great weekend! 

http://ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h306&submitButton=Go
file:///C:/Users/chrisw/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/LKXLFEIN/o%09https:/www.primetherapeutics.com/specialty/assets/pdf/ASCO15DayFillprogramOralCancerMeds.pdf%23page=1&zoom=100


Chris 
 

 

Please reply to Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net with Questions or Concerns 

 

In addition to email, Representative Chris Whitmire can be reached via the following: 

 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113  

Once you get to Chris’ page, please hit the like button at the top of the page and you’ll start getting 

updates during the week. 

Then tell your friends and neighbors who might want to know what Chris is doing in Raleigh for the folks 

in Transylvania, S. Henderson, and Polk Counties. 

 

Website Chris' Website  

 

Twitter  https://twitter.com/repwhitmire  

 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS WHITMIRE 
537 Legislative Office Building 

300 N. Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 

Phone: 919-715-4466 
 

To unsubscribe, please email chris.whitmire@ncleg.net  with “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 
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