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Greetings from Raleigh, 

 

Budget proceedings are at full throttle and I expect to vote on the House Budget later this week.  Additionally, both 

chambers are processing policy legislation at a steady pace and several of my Bills are moving nicely.   
 

Governor McCrory Issued This Statement on the Passing of Bill Guthridge 
   

Raleigh, N.C.— This week Governor Pat McCrory released the following statement on the passing of former 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Basketball Coach Bill Guthridge: 

  

"Ann and I were saddened to learn of the passing of Coach Guthridge. Winning an ACC Championship, taking two 

teams to the Final Four and being the long-time assistant to Coach Dean Smith, Coach Guthridge leaves behind an 

incredible basketball career. But most importantly, in his 33 years of dedicated service to the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill and our state, Coach Guthridge will be remembered on and off the court as a gentleman and 

mentor." 
 

The North Carolina High School Athletic Association Board Recently Met and 

Made the Following Changes: 

 
The Board of Directors made changes to the North Carolina High School Athletic Association (NCHSAA) in 

regards to playoffs, football, basketball, and approved a slightly different format for realignment.  Many items 

directly related to health and safety, and changes on live action contact in football practice and requirements for 

coaches in certain sports. 

 

Key Bills of Interest: 
 

Building Code/ Rustic Cabins: HB 706 

http://www.citizen-times.com/story/hshuddle/2015/05/06/nchsaa-board-makes-changes-0506/70902498/
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H706v4.pdf


 

HB 706 was signed on Thursday by Governor Pat McCrory this past week and requires the building code council to 

modify certain building requirements related to open air cabins.  Rep Chuck McGrady, NC House District 117, led 

this effort and I served as a Primary Sponsor to right-size regulations governing summer camp structures and grant 

common sense relief while ensuring health and safety protection of all affected. 

 

School Performance Grade Scale: HB 358 

 
This week Governor McCrory also signed HB 358 that ensures A-F school performance grading remains on a 15-

point scale, providing a consistent benchmark for student achievement. 

 

Study/ Update Bicycle Safety Laws: HB 232 

 
My bill aimed to study the current laws regarding bicycling in the state and make recommendations to ensure safety 

for both bicyclist and motorists advanced to the Senate Transportation Committee.   

 

 

Military Experience/ LEO Certification Requirements: HB 595 
 

HB 595 is one of my more complex Bills of the Session and one of the most significant military and law 

enforcement policy measures of 2015.  It passed the Senate Judiciary II Committee Thursday and is calendared for 

a full Senate vote this week.  I will elaborate in my next newsletter regarding its purpose and design to help the 

military, law enforcement agencies across the state, and North Carolina in general. 

 

 
 

Debating HB 595 in the Senate Judiciary II Committee on Thursday.  Many military and law enforcement agencies 

sent their personnel to show support for this pursuit. 

 

Property Protection Act: HB 405 
 

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H358v3.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H232v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H595v3.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H405v3.pdf


HB 405 received a favorable report from the Senate Committee on Commerce Thursday, and it too is calendared 

for a full Senate vote this coming week. 

 

State Budget Update: 
 

This week started the initial process of ironing out the details for the budget with all appropriations sub-committees 

meeting.  On 5-19-2015 the Full House Appropriations Committee will meet and a vote will likely take place on 

the full House Budget either Thursday or Friday.  Once approved by the House, the Budget (HB 97) will move to 

Senate for further deliberation.  Highlights from the budget can be reviewed here, including school funding going 

up by 3.3%.  

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 
Governor Pat McCrory announced this week that North Carolina jumped to first place among all states in Site 

Selection magazine’s 2014 ‘Top Competitive States’ Award.  North Carolina ranked sixth in the total number of 

facility projects, fourth in total projects per capita.  The ranking provides further proof that the state must continue 

to support job creation programs like NC Competes.  More details can be found here. 

 North Carolina paid off its $2.75 billion unemployment debt to the federal 4 years early, saving businesses 

$280 million.  

 The state budget is forecasted to have a $400 million surplus, further proof that tax cuts are working.  

 NC tourism jobs reached record highs and visitor spending increased 5.4% from the previous year. 

 

Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics reveals more than 123,000 jobs have been created in North Carolina since 

January 2014.  This was the same time frame our 2013 tax reforms went into place. Since that time, North 

Carolina’s unemployment rate dropped from 6.6 percent to 5.4 percent. 

 

 

District 113: 

 

http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article21047754.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/under-the-dome/article20993286.html
http://www.ncpoliticalnews.com/?p=14040
http://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LASST370000000000005?data_tool=XGtable


 
 

This week I received visits from several NC House District 113 residents including the Western Carolina 

Medical Society and Linda and Don Miller and Sharon Burlingame (to my right) pictured above.   

 
 

 

Please reply to Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net with Questions or Concerns 

 

In addition to email, Representative Chris Whitmire can be reached via the following: 

 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113  

Once you get to Chris’ page, please hit the like button at the top of the page and you’ll start getting 

updates during the week. 

Then tell your friends and neighbors who might want to know what Chris is doing in Raleigh for the folks 

in Transylvania, S. Henderson, and Polk Counties. 

 

Website Chris' Website  

 

Twitter  https://twitter.com/repwhitmire  
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