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Governor McCrory signing Representative Chris Whitmire’s 

Counterterrorism Bill 
 

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H371v4.pdf


This week Governor McCrory signed Representative Chris Whitmire’s HB 371 into law 
at the North Carolina National Guard Joint Force Headquarters.  This bill is a 

counterterrorism measure that will deter terrorist operatives and their supporters and 

provide random antiterrorism measures to protect NC National Guard airmen and 

soldiers.  

 

Inspiration for this bill came from a 2009 attack on military members at a recruiting 

station by a radicalized Islamist in Little Rock, Arkansas that left Army Private Andy 

Long dead and another service member wounded (video entitled “Losing Our Sons” 

available here).  HB 371’s purpose, coupled with the July 16
th

 radical Islamic terrorist 

attacks at a military recruiting station and a naval operations support center in 

Chattanooga, TN, made its enactment increasing urgent and pertinent to today’s domestic 

threat environment.   

 

This law provides a civil course of action specific to the federal definition of terrorism to 

prosecute perpetrators of terrorism and those who enable terrorist activity by providing a 

means to hit their purse strings.  This stand-alone measure is in addition to existing 

criminal provisions and gives law enforcement and the judiciary another means to thwart 

terrorist activity and those who provide support.  Anyone prevailing in an action under 

this law is entitled to recover three times the actual damages sustained or $50,000, 

whichever is greater. Additionally, HB 371 includes attorney fees and court costs, so it 

ensures virtually anyone who is harmed can afford to pursue damages since their legal 

counsel is assured of reasonable pay if they prevail.  This further strengthens HB 371’s 

ability to deter future terrorist activity. 

 

HB 371 also authorizes the Adjutant General of the North Carolina National Guard to 

randomly arm his troops who meet certain criteria with concealed carry orders.  This 

provides an additional deterrent to would-be assailants so high visibility service members 

in uniform are no longer perceived as unarmed.  

 

Video of the bill signing is available here.  I provide commentary and answer questions 

from the press approximately 12:30 minutes into the clip.  

 

http://jonesandblount.com/2015/08/18/bill-to-allow-guard-to-carry-concealed-guns-aid-tort-claims-against-terrorists-now-law/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fixcwOGaco8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4tJ0vklvt4&feature=youtu.be


 
 

Rep Whitmire Being Congratulated by Gov McCrory 
 

The N.C. General Assembly Honors WWII Veterans  
 

This week the North Carolina General Assembly honored those who fought in World 

War II by offering a joint House and Senate Resolution.  We welcomed WWII Veterans 

to the Legislative Building on Tuesday and offered a special welcome to Mr. John Mims 

who survived the Bataan Death March. We are truly grateful and appreciative to those in 

“The Greatest Generation” who ultimately made the United States the greatest nation on 

Earth.  It is because of them that we are still a free nation, and I sincerely hope that we 

will continue to fight for those freedoms today. Audio of my comments are available here 

starting at 27:45 and ending at 28:50. 

 

                  
 

WWII Veterans Honored at the General Assembly (L&R) and Mr. John 

Mims (R), Survivor 

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/PDF/S720v2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mEHS9n4BOE
http://www.ncleg.net/DocumentSites/HouseDocuments/2015-2016%20Session/Audio%20Archives/2015/08-18-2015.mp3


 of the Bataan Death March 
 

                  
 

Shadow Box (L) of Jack Breedlove-WWII Army Air Corps Aircrew Radio 

Operator and Gunner on the European Front in B-17s, B-24s, B-26s, etc., 8
th

 

Air Force Initial Cadre, Korean Conflict, & The Cold War; Eileen Breedlove 

(R), WWII British Allied Forces, and Jack Breedlove Below (My 

Grandparents and Great Americans!) 
 

   
 



 

District 113: 
Safety Tips as School Starts for Students 

As students start back to school on Monday it is important to be aware of children 

waiting to board the bus or walking along crosswalks.  Drivers should be observant, 

especially in school zone areas, and make sure to focus on the road and not electronic 

devices while driving. I hope all teachers and students have a wonderful first day back at 

school! 

Brevard Attorney Named N.C. Bar Association President-Elect 

Congratulations to Brevard attorney Margaret Hunt who was recently elected President of 

the N.C. State Bar Association.  The State Bar Association promotes professional ethics 

and is comprised of individuals who are elected by their peers.  Hunt has had a career 

spanning over 40 years practicing law in Brevard NC. 

Jim Fatland Named Brevard City Manager  

On Monday evening council members confirmed Jim Fatland as the City Manager for 

Brevard.  Since April he has been serving as the interim city manger and prior to that Jim 

Fatland had been a city finance advisor.   

Hendersonville is a Hidden Jewel 

Recently the News & Observer featured an article about the hidden jewel we have in our 

backyard, Hendersonville.  The charm of the past is nestled into this quant mountain city 

that is one of the best kept secrets in Western North Carolina.   

U.S. 74 and I-26 

The state of North Carolina has approved separate exits for U.S. 74 and Columbus off of 

I-26.  This project is still awaiting federal approval, and if approved would prevent traffic 

along U.S. 74 from having to use roundabouts in the current routing.   

NC Air National Guard C-130s Fight Wildland Forest Fires Out West 

http://www.newsobserver.com/living/travel/best-kept-secrets/article31266005.html
http://www.tryondailybulletin.com/2015/08/20/us-74i-26-interchange-passes-state-level-for-improvemen/


               
 

C-130s at Sunset Ready to Go (L) and a C-130 with MAFFS Unit in 

Operation Fighting Fire (R) 
 

C-130H3 Hercules aircraft from the 145th Airlift Wing, North Carolina Air National 

Guard, equipped with the Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) and an 

aircrew began forest fire fighting duty a week ago and are operating out of  McClellan 

Air Tanker Base near Sacramento, Calif. The crew and aircraft join others from the 

302nd Airlift Wing, U.S. Air Force Reserve, in Colorado Springs, Colo., and the 153rd 

Airlift Wing of the Wyoming Air National Guard based in Cheyenne, Wyo., in the battle 

against wildland forest fires raging in California, Oregon and surrounding states.  

MAFFS is a self-contained aerial firefighting system owned by the US Forest Service 

(USFS). MAFFS modules are loaded into the cargo bays of military C-130 aircraft. 

Following USFS lead planes, military aircrews can discharge 3,000 gallons of water or 

fire retardant from the MAFFS modules along the leading edge of a forest fire in less than 

five seconds and cover an area a quarter of a mile long by 100 feet wide. Once the load is 

discharged ground crews at a MAFFS tanker base can refill the modules in less than 12 

minutes. 

 

MAFFS is an interagency Department of Defense and USFS program that provides aerial 

firefighting resources when commercial and private air tankers are no longer able to meet 

the needs of the USFS and is one of many examples of Defense Support of Civilian 

Authority (military terminology); otherwise known as civil support, that my military unit 

coordinates and supports to save lives, prevent human suffering, and mitigate great 

property damage. 

 

            
 

MAFFS Unit From the Inside of a C-130 (L) and Maintainers Prepping a C-

130 for Flight (R) 

In Case You Missed It: 



Continuing Resolutions More Common Than Not 

As budget negotiations wrap up and people anxiously await the final details to be sorted 

out, it is important to remember that over the course of the last 25 years the state budget 

has been finished on time only 11 times.  A chart showing the trend can be viewed here.    

Education Fast Facts 

Lt. Governor Dan Forest released a quick video that talks about the great things that that 

have been done for education in the last couple years.  While we continue to seek ways to 

better improve education funding and teacher pay, please know that the current 

administration appreciates teachers and teacher assistants and we truly value the hard 

work each of you do everyday.    

North Carolina Military Contributes to Jobs 

The North Carolina Military Affairs Commission and Dept. of Commerce estimate that 

over 578,000 jobs are supported by the military and many are in the private sector.  For 

more details click here.   

Final Thoughts:  

Many of us know the story of the Pilgrims leaving England and venturing to America on 

The Mayflower; however, the primary reason the Pilgrims came to America is less and 

less mentioned.  After the Protestant Reformation, many Pilgrim households gained 

copies of The Geneva Bible which King James did not want them to read.  The Pilgrims 

and Puritans under the leadership of their pastor John Robinson sought America as a 

place where they could practice their Christian Faith and worship God as they saw fit 

without persecution.  The Pilgrims journeying on The Mayflower signed “The Mayflower 

Compact” where they cited their exploration as an advancement of The Christian Faith.   

 

Have a great week, 

 

Chris  
 

 

 

Please reply to Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net with Questions or Concerns 

 

In addition to email, Representative Chris Whitmire can be reached via the 

following: 

 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113  

http://www.ncpoliticalnews.com/?p=15988
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZG2z9NoLM0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ncpoliticalnews.com/?p=16009
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/mayflower_compact_text.htm
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/mayflower_compact_text.htm
mailto:Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113


 

 

Once you get to Chris’ page, please hit the like button at the top of the page and 

you’ll start getting updates during the week. 

Then tell your friends and neighbors who might want to know what Chris is 

doing in Raleigh for the folks in Transylvania, S. Henderson, and Polk Counties. 

 

Website Chris' Website  

 

Twitter  https://twitter.com/repwhitmire  

 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS WHITMIRE 
537 Legislative Office Building 

300 N. Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 

Phone: 919-715-4466 
 

To unsubscribe, please email chris.whitmire@ncleg.net  with “unsubscribe” in the 
subject line. 

 

http://www.votewhitmire.com/
https://twitter.com/repwhitmire
mailto:chris.whitmire@ncleg.net

