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Greetings, 

 

This week was “Budget Week in the NC House of Representatives,” and I am pleased with the spending plan that 

my House colleagues and I approved.  In the coming weeks, we will see how the Senate modifies our work and then 

resolve the various differences to finalize how $22.225 billion dollars can best be spent to maximize positive effects 

for North Carolina.  The House Budget, HB 1030, provides raises, reinvests in infrastructure, funds essential 

services, cuts taxes, restrains spending and passed with extremely strong bipartisan support 103-12.  Locally, I am 

particularly pleased with provisions that provide the DuPont State Recreational Forest (DSRF) with $3 million for 

bathrooms/changing rooms, parking improvements and other capital improvements.  Additionally, DSRF gains nine 

additional staff positions and eligibility for the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) which will better enable 

the North Carolina Division of Forestry to serve the exponentially increasing numbers of visitors and local residents 

who frequent the Forest.   
 

All in all, today concluded the House’s Budget which is step one of a three step process.  Much can change—some 

for the better and some for the worse, and in the end, both the House and Senate with consultation with the 

Governor will resolve impasses, compromise, and “cow-trade” to achieve a final annual budget.  My confidence is 

high that DuPont will do well and I will continue to work other needs in DuPont and across the district as the 

process goes on.  I will note a special thank you and commendation to Representative Chuck McGrady for his work 

on the House side and I will later extend a similar accolade to Senator Tom Apodaca when the Senate’s work on the 

budget is complete.  Both of these individuals have enabled my efforts on DuPont and many other like-minded 

pursuits during my tenure in the legislature.   

 

More information to follow next week 

 

NC House of Representatives Pass Budget With Extraordinary Bipartisan Support 
 

Raleigh, NC – Speaker of the House Tim Moore (Cleveland) issued the following statement after the House passed a spending 

plan by a vote of 103-12. 

http://ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H1030v4.pdf


 

“North Carolina is on the move. Over the past 5 years, the Republican majority has erased massive state debt, lowered taxes 

and slashed red tape - making our state one of the fastest growing economies in the country.  That is why today, our State is in 

position to pass a budget that provides meaningful raises for our teachers and public safety officials, reinvests in our critical 

infrastructure, and shores-up the rainy day fund - all while cutting taxes and restraining spending.  When you pass a spending 

plan that does all of those things, you see widespread and bipartisan support like we did in this week’s landmark House budget 

vote.” 

 

Moore went on to say, “I commend my colleagues in the House for their hard work and commitment to passing this budget 

that funds critical needs while still focusing on core conservative principles.” 

Senior Appropriations Chairman Nelson Dollar (Wake) said, “We are pleased to have strong bipartisan support for a 

responsible budget that funds teacher and state employee raises, addresses critical mental health issues and puts more money in 

the pockets of working families.” 

 

Resolution to Honor Veterans: HR 1124 My House Floor Comments 
 

 

I will start by paraphrasing a quote by John Stuart Mill that I as a service academy cadet had to quote many times 

that reminds us all of the vital importance of all who have served 
 

“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things. The decayed and degraded state of moral and patriotic feeling 

which thinks that nothing is worth war is much worse. The person who has nothing for which he/she is willing to 

fight, nothing which is more important than their own personal safety, is a miserable creature and has no chance of 

being free unless made and kept so by the exertions of better people than themself.” 
 

With this, Members of the House, I rise to honor my fellow veterans—the Airmen, Sailors, Soldiers, Marines, Coast 

Guardsmen, and Merchant Marines who have given up the conveniences of home to selflessly defend our great 

nation, our ideals, and our American way of life.   
 

To date, more than 1.3 million American military veterans have paid the ultimate price for the freedoms we hold 

dear today and more than 38,000 remain missing in action.   
 

Many millions more of our veterans survived a multitude of dangers to return to their families after deploying 

around the globe in military service to defend our interests and continued to contribute to our nation in many ways 

in the civilian sector upon completion of their military commitment. 
 

Additionally, I commend those who presently serve in our armed forces.  These service members comprise our all 

volunteer military, the greatest in the history of the world, and give up many conveniences to ensure our nation has 

the most capable military might in world when needed.  This is especially important today as our Nation maintains a 

constant state of awareness for state, non-state, and failed state threats that we must defend against in a global fight 

against enemies whose fanatical ideals threaten our very way of life.  Today, tens of thousands are deployed around 

the world.  Whether at home or abroad, our military service members give the United States the unique ability to 

conduct 24-hour operations and engagement of all types; to hold any target set at risk, in any weather or threat 

environment, anywhere in the world, to command and control our activities, and to assess our effects.   
 

This said, in honor of our veterans, I ask the Lord above to watch over America's sons and daughters; husbands and 

wives; fathers and mothers and brothers and sisters as they serve; to bring them home safely; to wrap His loving 

arms around the wounded, and bring to His side the ones who have lost their lives; to let their loved ones know 

peace of mind and spirit from the pain of having lost those who are so dear to them; and to let their children gain 

wisdom of the selfless sacrifice and incredible purpose for which their parent perished.  
 

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H1124v2.pdf


I conclude by asking ALL to thank our veterans who've paved the way for our freedoms and for those who continue 

to serve. Thank you.  

 

Refugee Resettlement Act of 2016: HB 1086 
 

I authored this bill and it prescribes a procedure by which a city or county may request a moratorium on 

resettlement of refugees based on a lack of capacity to absorb additional people dependent on essential services (law 

enforcement, health and human services, education, etc.).  Additionally, HB 1086 requires public notice, a public 

hearing, and documentation of a city or county’s capacity to settle additional refugees before a local government 

board may voluntarily request additional refugees. 

 

Partisan Election/ Transylvania Board of Education: HB 1133 
 

This is a local bill to make school board elections partisan.  Many have requested this for quite some time since this 

election generally takes a partisan appearance with the major parties backing their candidates and voters often left 

wondering which candidates are aligned with conservative or liberal views.  If HB 1133 is enacted, much of the 

confusion will be resolved. 

 

I am a primary sponsor of the following bills: 
 

Exclude Year Round Track-Out Program/ Child Care: HB 474 
 

HB 474 from 2015 passed the Senate this week and now heads back to the House for concurrence.  This bill if 

enacted will make childcare facilities more available to serve parents with children.  
 

Henderson County/ Community College Projects: HB 956 
 

This is a local bill that modernizes the Town Charter for the City of Hendersonville.  
 

Hendersonville Charter Amendments: HB 957 
 

This is a local bill to enable Henderson County and Blue Ridge Community College to expedite improvements 

made possible by the Connect NC Bond.  

 

2016 NC Employee Protection Act: HB 1069 
 

This expands on HB 318 which passed last year and further tightens illegal immigration E-verify laws and adds 

provisions specifying that only valid forms of identification can be used for identification.  The ID provision is 

necessary because some illegals are taking advantage of an existing loophole that was originally intended to help 

law enforcement identify those without a valid identification, but is proving counterproductive. 

 

District 113: 

Wells Fargo North Carolina Principal of the Year Finalist 

Congratulations to Peggy Marshall (Sugarloaf Elementary in Henderson County) as being selected the western 

regional finalist for the North Carolina Principal of the Year.  The 2016 Wells Fargo North Carolina Principal of the 

Year was announced Thursday, May 12, during a luncheon in Cary.  I want to thank Ms. Marshall for her leadership 

and direction of Sugarloaf Elementary and wish her much success in the future.  

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=hb+1086&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H1133v1.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H474
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H956v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H957v2.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H1069v1.pdf


 

Congratulations Joel Setzer on Retirement 
 

After 30 years of service to the State of North Carolina, Setzer, PE, Division Project Development Engineer for 

Division 14 has announced his retirement, effective June 1, 2016. After beginning his career in 1986 he served as 

Maintenance Engineer in Lincoln County and along with Polk, Rutherford and Transylvania Counties.  He served in 

many facets of Division 14 management ranging from Division Maintenance Engineer, Division Construction 

Engineer, Division Operations Engineer and Division Engineer for 9 years.  

  

Honoring Janet Crain 
 

 
 

On Tuesday of this week Janet Crain who was my Legislative Assistant for most of my first term celebrated her 

birthday and the ladies on the 5
th

 floor took a photo to send her a special birthday greeting.  The ladies pictured 

above are all on the same floor where my office is and are a delightful group who worked with Janet and miss 

seeing her.  Happy Birthday Janet and thank you for your tireless work to help NC House District 113 during your 

dedicated service to the state and folks back home! 
 

Golden Leaf Foundation Grants 
 

The Golden Leaf Foundation in an effort to bring major employers to rural or distressed areas put together a major 

site development initiative (MSDI) to help bring jobs to these areas.  If you would like more information or seek to 

apply for a grant for this initiative click on this link for more details.   

Brasstown Beef 

Brasstown Beef, a WNC producer of all natural beef is pictured below with Congressman Mark Meadows.  This 

farm was originated by E.J. Whitmire and is now run by his son Steve Whitmire who both hail from NC House 

District 113.   

 

http://goldenleaf.org/MSDI.html?utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Click%20here&utm_campaign=Golden%20LEAF%20Newscontent


 
 

Congressman Meadows pictured above at Brasstown Beef 

 

In Case You Missed It: 

 

CEO’s Rank North Carolina as #3 Place to do Business 
 

For the second year in a row North Carolina has rated the third best state to do business according to a survey of 

CEO’s by Chief Executive Magazine. This shows states with regulatory and pro-growth tax policies attract 

business leaders.   

 

North Carolina Teacher Pay Rankings Increase Faster Than Other States 
 

Data from the National Education Association shows that North Carolina has moved up six spots in the rankings of 

average teacher salaries since the 2013-2014 school year, the single-biggest improvement of any state in the 

country. North Carolina has also seen the largest average gains in teacher pay in the country over that same time 

period, according to the data.  
 

During the 2015-2016 school year, North Carolina’s average teacher salary of $47,985 ranked 41st in the nation. 

When the data is adjusted for cost-of-living, North Carolina ranks 33rd in the nation for teacher pay, according to 

preliminary analysis by the John Locke Foundation. 
 

According to the National Education Association historical rankings, teacher pay in North Carolina fell behind more 

than any other state before Governor McCrory took office, falling from 19th to 47th in the nation between 2002 and 

2013. 
 

Based on the latest data, North Carolina would leapfrog to approximately 34th in the list if Governor McCrory’s 

proposal to raise average teacher pay to $50,000 is adopted by the General Assembly. Likewise, North Carolina 

would jump from 11th to 3rd among the Southeast states. In addition to raising average teacher pay, the governor’s 

proposal awards an average 3.5 percent bonus to teachers, with larger bonuses going to veteran teachers. 
  

http://chiefexecutive.net/2016-best-and-worst-states-for-business-full-list/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=14297735&msgid=372072&act=HZ2N&c=1346310&destination=http%3A%2F%2Flockerroom.johnlocke.org%2F2016%2F05%2F13%2Fnc-teacher-pay-41st-no-col-and-33rd-col-in-the-nation%2F


The data also reveals that North Carolina’s commitment to K-12 education is among the strongest in the nation, 

ranking 10th in the nation and 2nd in the southeast for state level of investment in education.  Read the full report 

form Governor McCrory here.   

 

https://governor.nc.gov/press-release/new-nea-rankings-north-carolina-teacher-pay-increasing-faster-any-other-state-country


 
 

Hurricane Preparedness Week 
 

With the June 1
st
 official date of Hurricane season coming soon, Governor McCrory has declared May 15-21 as 

Hurricane Preparedness Week. Make sure you and your family are prepared for any hurricanes that may occur 

from now through November.  A full list of items to keep handy include: Copies of insurance papers and 

identification sealed in a watertight plastic bag, First-aid kit, weather radio and batteries, supply of prescription 

medicines, sleeping bag or blankets, changes of clothes, hygiene items such as toothbrush, toothpaste, soap and 

deodorant, cash or checkbook, pet supplies including food, water, leashes, bedding, muzzle and vaccination 

records, a plan for anyone in your care who is not able to help themselves. More information can be found here.  

 

National EMS Week 
 

May 15-21 is National EMS week which began in 1974 under President Gerald Ford as a means to show 

appreciation for the important work EMS practitioners do in our communities. I want to thank everyone who is a 

part of this field and the work you do for your local counties and around the state.  You have an extremely 

important job and I thank you for your service.  

 

Sheri Miller Thank You For Your Service to Concerned Women for America  
 

I would like to thank Sheri Miller for tirelessly leading Concerned Women for America (CWA) as the North 

https://readync.org/EN/Index.html
https://www.naemt.org/ems_agencies_audience/ems-week/celebrate-ems-week


Carolina State Director for many years.  Her efforts are greatly appreciated and I wish her well as she and her 

husband move to California.  During my tenure in the State House Sheri has been a tremendous help in gaining 

support for several of my bills and I thank her for all she has done for North Carolina.   
 

 
 

Sheri Miller, left, and Mary Frances Forrester, middle, presenting me with the 2014 Senator James S. 

Forrester Outstanding Legislator in Defense of Family Values Award 

 

Governor McCrory Asks Court to Clarify Federal Law  
  

Raleigh, N.C. – Governor Pat McCrory has filed a declaratory judgment action asking the federal courts to clarify 

federal law. This action is a result of the Obama administration’s interpretation of federal law. 
  

“The Obama administration is bypassing Congress by attempting to rewrite the law and set restroom policies for 

public and private employers across the country, not just North Carolina. This is now a national issue that applies to 

every state and it needs to be resolved at the federal level,” said Governor McCrory. “They are now telling every 

government agency and every company that employs more than 15 people that men should be allowed to use a 

women’s locker room, restroom or shower facility.”  
  

In his filing, Governor McCrory cited the fact that he has directed state agencies to make a reasonable 

accommodation of a single occupancy restroom. The state also allows private companies to set their own policies 

for bathrooms, locker rooms and shower facilities.  
  

On May 4, the U.S. Department of Justice sent a letter to Governor McCrory, Secretary of Public Safety Frank Perry 

and UNC System President Margaret Spellings that alleged violations of federal law. On Friday, the McCrory 

administration requested additional time to respond. However, DOJ officials refused to grant that request unless the 

state agreed to unrealistic terms.   
  

“I’m taking this initiative to ensure that North Carolina continues to receive federal funding until the courts resolve 

this issue,” said Governor McCrory.   

 

The Daily Signal wrote a good article specifying how the Department of Justice is misusing the specified 

language in Title VII and title IX to mislead the true intent of the original legislation and bully North 



Carolina.  More details can be found here.  

 

Speaker Moore Responds to Nationwide Bathroom Mandate for Public Schools 
 

Raleigh, NC – Speaker Tim Moore responds to President Obama's announcement on continued federal funding and 

the nationwide bathroom mandate for public schools with the following statement: 

"The aggressive threat the Attorney General made earlier this week to unilaterally withhold federal funding while 

litigation is pending has been stopped.  We disagree with the Obama Administration's interpretation of Title VII and 

Title IX and will continue to maintain that federal laws should only be changed, if at all, by Congress and not by a 

President advancing his agenda through funding threats or by the federal judiciary.” 

Moore went on to say, “This morning, parents all across the country are waking up to find that the Obama 

Administration has sent every public school a letter requiring the schools to allow boys and girls to share locker 

rooms and restrooms. This is no longer a North Carolina issue, this is a national issue.  We all have to wonder what 

other threats to common sense norms may come before the sun sets on the Obama Administration.” 

Lieutenant Governor Dan Forest released the following statement in response to  

President Obama's bathroom policy directive 
 

"North Carolina will not stand by and let our locker rooms and high school showers be used for social 

experimentation at the expense of the privacy and protection of our young boys and girls.  I do not think it is 

appropriate for teenage boys and girls to share the same bathroom. I don't think it appropriate for teenage boys and 

girls to shower next to each other.  I don't think it is appropriate for male coaches and male teachers to have access 

to girls' locker rooms and showers while the young girls are naked and exposed.  I feel confident; the vast majority 

of North Carolina parents feel the same. 
  

The President needs a reminder that the United States Constitution grants education decision authority to the states 

and localities not to the President of the United States.  Our current state policy protects our children by maintaining 

bathrooms and restrooms consistent with the biological sex of the child and already gives schools, should special 

circumstances arise, the freedom to grant private single stall - single shower bathroom accommodations to 

individuals who might not otherwise be comfortable using the bathroom of their biological sex or a bathroom shared 

with other people. This is the only reasonable response to the situation that exists today. Opening all showers and all 

restrooms to all sexes at all times as the President is suggesting, is not a reasonable solution, but an invitation for 

violations of privacy and personal safety. 
  

North Carolina public schools in receipt of the President's letter are reminded that there is a binding state law on the 

books governing bathroom policy and the President's non-binding directive is merely his attempt to push his version 

of a social policy on our state with no Constitutional authority to do so.  It should be rejected as a matter of principle 

and policy."  

 

 

 

Romans 1:21-25  

 

“For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 

futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged 

http://dailysignal.com/2016/05/09/dojs-lawsuit-against-north-carolina-is-abuse-of-power/


the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and 

reptiles.
 
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 

their bodies with one another.
 
They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.” 

John 4:13-14 

 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them 

will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

 

Have a great week, 

Chris  
 

 

Please reply to Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net with Questions or Concerns 

 

In addition to email, Representative Chris Whitmire can be reached via the following: 

 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113  

Once you get to Chris’ page, please hit the like button at the top of the page and you’ll start getting 

updates during the week. 

Then tell your friends and neighbors who might want to know what Chris is doing in Raleigh for the folks 

in Transylvania, S. Henderson, and Polk Counties. 

 

Twitter  https://twitter.com/repwhitmire  

 

Chris’ Website 

 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS WHITMIRE 
537 Legislative Office Building 

300 N. Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 

Phone: 919-715-4466 
 

To unsubscribe, please email chris.whitmire@ncleg.net  with “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

 
 

mailto:Chris.Whitmire@ncleg.net
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisWhitmireNCHouse113
https://twitter.com/repwhitmire
http://www.electwhitmire.com/LegislativeSuccesses
mailto:chris.whitmire@ncleg.net

